
ZLC ARTCC (Salt Lake) 
Standard Operating Procedures 

VFR Procedures 
Version:  1.45 

1 
CODE:  ZLC-109 Copyright © zlcartcc.org 2008 2008-07-01 

 

 
This document will provide controlling information on VFR procedures for aircraft arriving 
and/or departing Salt Lake International Airport (KSLC) and other airports beneath the Salt Lake 

Class B (Bravo) Airspace. 
 

NOTE:  For this section, refer to figures 6A, 6B and 6C 

 
General: 
 

1. All VFR traffic to and from KSLC will use the primary GA runways 35/17 and be in a traffic 
pattern on the East side of the runways – runway 35 is right hand traffic and runway 17 
is left hand traffic- Only on pilots request, and ATC authorized/traffic permitting, shall 

VFR aircraft use the main runways (34L/R – 16L/R.) 
2. Runways 32/14 are closed for all traffic and should not be used. 

 

The Transitions: 
 
There are three (3) main VFR transition routes in and out of Salt Lake International. They are: 

 
1. The I-15 transition 
2. The I-80 transition 
3. The Barn transition.  

 
When the airport is landing/departing to the North, the I-80 transition (for East/Westbound VFR 
traffic) is used and when the airport is landing/departing to the South, the Barn transition (for 

East/West bound VFR flights) is used.  The I-15 transition is used for North/Southbound VFR 
traffic regardless of landing/departure directions at KSLC.  Refer to figure 6A. 
 

The Details: 
North OPS 

 

1. During North landing/departures configuration at KSLC, VFR traffic that depart heading 
WESTBOUND will use runway 35, make a right downwind (but do NOT start right turn 
until at least 6000 feet MSL,) then make a right base to turn DIRECTLY OVER the 

approach end of runway 35 (over the numbers) and cross DIRECTLY OVER the end of 
runway‟s 34L/R AT 6,500 feet MSL. 

 

Once clear of runway 34L, the VFR traffic will follow I-80 transition westbound.  Report 

the Garfield Stacks to leave Class Bravo.  Generally the altitude will be 6,500 MSL. 
 

2. When traffic is entering the airspace from the west (from BVL VOR direction) VFR traffic 

should call within 15NM of the airport for Class Bravo transition.  ATC will assign a 
squawk code, identify the aircraft and clear it into Class Bravo airspace with vectors to 
follow the I-80 transition eastbound.  Report the Garfield Stacks if possible.  General 

altitude for traffic eastbound on I-80 transition is 5,500 MSL until 4 miles from the 
airport and then a decent to 5,000 MSL will be assigned by the controller. 
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At which the same procedure to cross the runway‟s are in order –cross DIRECTLY OVER 
the approach ends of runway 34L/R to enter a short downwind and then a right base to 
final to land runway 35.   

 
The Details: 

South OPS 

 
1. When the airport is landing/departing to the South, WESTBOUND traffic will be placed 

on the Barn transition.  Same general rules apply for departure; depart runway 17, enter 

a left downwind, then left base turn to cross DIRECTLY OVER the ends of runway 17 
and runways 16L/R.  Once over runway 16R, VFR traffic will turn to a heading 260 direct 
to the end of Antelope Island. 

 
2. Once the aircraft reaches the shoreline of Antelope Island, ATC has a choice of either 

completing the transition and have the aircraft turn to a heading of 160 and fly direct to 

the Garfield Stacks (the shoreline south of Antelope Island) or be released on its own 
navigation and climb to cruise altitude.  

 

Generally, traffic permitting, the aircraft will continue on its own navigation and climb to 
the appropriate VFR cruise altitude.  If traffic is a factor, the aircraft will turn to a 
heading of 160 direct to the Garfield Stacks and maintain current assigned altitude. 
General altitude will be 5,500 feet MSL.  When the aircraft is within 1-2 miles of the 

Garfield stacks/shoreline, ATC will release the VFR aircraft to continue on its own 
navigation. 

 

3. When VFR traffic is entering the airspace from the West and KSLC is landing south, the 
aircraft will be placed on the Barn transition with a general altitude of 6,000 feet MSL. 
When the aircraft is within 4 miles of the KSLC airport, it will be cleared to descend to 

5,000 feet MSL and cross DIRECTLY OVER the approach end of runways 16L/R and then 
make a left downwind and then a left base to final to land on runway 17. 

 

The Details: 
I-15 Transition-North/South OPS 

 

1. Regardless of runway direction usage, the I-15 transition is used for North/South bound 
traffic.  When using runway 35, and the aircraft requests a south transition through the 
airspace (Example: to Provo), the aircraft should climb to 6,000 feet MSL on runway 

heading and upon reaching 6,000 feet MSL, turn right to heading 160 while continuing 
to climb to 6,500 feet MSL.  When the aircraft is abeam the approach end of runway 35, 
it should follow highway I-15 southbound. 

 
2. When the aircraft is going on a north departure (Example: to Ogden), the aircraft will 

climb to 5,500 feet MSL on runway heading, then turn right direct I-15 and follow the 

highway northbound.  
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3. When the aircraft enters the Class B airspace from the south (Example: from Provo), 
ATC will assign a squawk code, radar identify the aircraft and vector the aircraft to 
follow the I-15 freeway northbound.  The same rule applies when an aircraft is entering 

the Class B airspace from the north (example: from Ogden), ATC will assign a squawk 
code, radar identify and provide vectors to follow highway I-15 southbound.  Generally 
the altitude for traffic entering the airspace will be 6,000 feet MSL. 

 
VFR traffic at Ogden (KODG): 
 

1. When VFR traffic is departing from Ogden-Hinckley (KODG), there are two transitions 
that apply only to southbound departures: 

 

a. I-15 transition 
b. Shoreline transition. 

 

2. VFR traffic is to be vectored by ATC to follow highway I-15 southbound at 6,500 feet 
MSL until clear of the Class D airspace at Hill AFB.  Then the VFR traffic will be cleared to 
climb to 6,000 feet MSL.  VFR traffic is allowed to enter Hill AFB‟s Class D airspace only over 

or west of highway I-15. 
 

3. If the VFR traffic requests, or is required due to other traffic, the Shoreline Transition is 
another option for VFR traffic heading southbound.  The VFR aircraft will be vectored by 

ATC to reach the shoreline (west of Ogden) and then fly direct to the north end of Antelope 
Island.  Then the aircraft will follow the Antelope Island shoreline southbound.  

 

ATC will clear the aircraft to 6,500 feet MSL to cross over the water to the north tip of 
Antelope Island.  Once the VFR aircraft reaches the south tip of the island, they can 

 

a. Fly direct to the Garfield stacks-this is the suggested route if traffic is landing at 
Airport Number 2 (U42) 

b. Follow the Barn transition to land at KSLC if runway 17 is in use 

c. Proceed direct Garfield stacks and then follow the I-80 transition if KSLC is landing 
runway 35. 

 

Reminders: 
 
VFR altitudes are between ground level and FL180.  To get appropriate VFR cruising altitudes, 

add 500 feet to the NEODD-SWEVEN rule that is northbound and eastbound traffic at odd-
thousands feet and southbound and westbound traffic at even-thousands feet. 
For example:  eastbound VFR aircraft wanting to fly around 13,000 feet should cruise at 13,500 

feet MSL.  Controllers should remember VFR aircraft are not allowed into Class A airspace under 
any circumstances (FL180 and above). 
 

All VFR aircraft that are not in communication with ATC should be squawking 1200.  All VFR 
aircraft requesting assistance from ATC, whether traffic advisories or Class B/C/D transitions, 
should be squawking a discrete beacon code assigned by ATC. 
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Salt Lake City Airport Number 2 (U42): 
 

1. There are 2 transitions for VFR aircraft departing from U42: 

 
a. I-15 transition 
b. The Oquirrh (pronounced OAKUR) Mountain transition. 

(Not a real transition but is used very frequently by ATC and pilots) 
 

2. For the I-15 transition, it is recommended to have traffic fly south of U42 then go direct 

east to I-15 to follow either north or south at the appropriate altitude which is 5,500 
feet MSL for a northbound transition and 6,500 feet MSL for a southbound transition.  
Once again, this traffic must be assigned a squawk code by ATC, radar indentified and 

then given clearance to enter the Class B airspace. 
 

3. If traffic wants to depart the area to the West, the best route would be to use the 

Oquirrh Mountain transition.  This transition is a direct heading of 310 to the Garfield 
Stacks from the end of runway 16 at Salt Lake City Airport Number 2 (U42) at an 
altitude of 6,500 feet MSL.  The traffic must be given a squawk code, radar identified 

and then cleared into the Class B airspace.  When the aircraft is within 2-4 miles from 
the Garfield Stacks, release the aircraft to continue on their own navigation.  Or if the 
aircraft wants to continue north (Example: to Ogden), they can follow the Shoreline 
transition to Ogden or continue north. 

 
4. The same rule applies when entering the Class B airspace to land at Salt Lake City 

Airport Number 2 (U42). 

 
a. From the south, have the aircraft follow the I-15 transition until even with the 

airport, then turn direct to the airport 

b. From the east have them follow the Oquirrh Mountain transition 
c. From the Garfield Stacks turn to a heading of 130 direct to U42. 

 

When the aircraft is within 2-3 miles from the airport, they can be released and continue 
their own navigation.  General altitude for inbound traffic is 6,000 feet MSL. 

 

Bountiful (KBTF): 
 

1. For traffic that is departing or arriving at Bountiful-Sky Park airport (KBTF), the primary 

transition is the I-15 transition.  The altitude is 5,500 feet MSL for northbound or 6,500 
feet MSL for a southbound flight on the I-15 transition.  Traffic pattern is always to the 
east of the airport – runway 16 is left hand traffic and runway 34 is right hand traffic. 

The aircraft must be assigned a squawk code, radar identified and then cleared through 
Class B airspace before the transition can begin.  Due to the close proximity of this 
airport to KSLC, NO traffic is allowed to cross directly west.  Therefore, all VFR traffic 

must be sent on the secondary transitions of either the Barn transition or the I-80 
transition from the I-15 transition. 
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Any VFR aircraft inbound is the same in reverse and once within 2-3 miles either north 
or south of the airport, ATC will release the aircraft to continue on its own navigation 
into KBTF. 

 

VFR ATC Communication Examples 
 

Example 1 
 
 

PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, Cessna 1974A request VFR pattern work. 
 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A (one-niner-seven-four-alpha), cleared into the Class Bravo 

airspace for right closed traffic, maintain at or below 6,500 (fife-thousand, fife-
hundred) while in the pattern, squawk 1203 (one-two-zero-tree). 

 

PILOT:  Cleared into the Class Bravo airspace for right closed traffic, maintain at or below 
6,500 while in the pattern, squawk 1203 for Cessna 1974A. 

 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A, read back correct. Expect runway 35 (tree-fife) for departure, 
pushback is approved, advise ready to taxi. 

 

PILOT:  Expecting runway 35, will advise ready to taxi, Cessna 1974A. 
 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A (one-niner-seven-four-alpha), taxi to runway 35 (tree-fife) via 
taxiway K (Kilo), Salt Lake altimeter 3001 (tree-zero-zero-one). 

 
PILOT:  Taxi to runway 35 via K, Cessna 1974A. 

 

PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, Cessna 1974A holding short runway 35, ready to go VFR. 
 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A, wind calm, runway 35 (tree-fife) cleared for takeoff. 

 
PILOT:  Copy the winds, runway 35 cleared for takeoff, Cessna 1974A. 

 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A, call the base leg runway 35. 
 

PILOT:  Will call the base leg, Cessna 1974A. 

 
PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, Cessna 1974A turning base runway 35. 

 

SLC_TWR:  Cessna 1974A, wind calm, runway 35 (tree-fife) cleared for the option. 
 

PILOT:  Cleared the option runway 35, Cessna 1974A. 
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VFR ATC Communication Examples 
 

Example 2 

 
PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, PIPER 778F request VFR departure to the south. 

 

SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F (seven-seven-eight-foxtrot), Salt Lake Tower, cleared into the 
Class Bravo for departure to the south, maintain at or below 8,500 (eight-
thousand, fife-hundred) while in Bravo airspace, squawk 0502 (zero-fife-zero-
two). 

 
PILOT:  Cleared into the Class Bravo for departure to the south, maintain at or below 8,500 

while in Bravo airspace, squawk 0502 for PIPER 778F. 
 

SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F, readback correct, expect runway 17 (one-seven) for departure, 

pushback approved, advise ready to taxi. 
 

PILOT:  Expecting runway 17, will advise ready to taxi. 

 
PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, PIPER 778F ready to taxi runway 17. 

 

SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F, taxi to runway 17 (one-seven) via taxiway K (kilo), Salt Lake 
altimeter 2999 (two-niner-niner-niner). 

 

PILOT:  Taxi to runway 17 via K, PIPER 778F. 
 

PILOT:  Salt Lake Tower, PIPER 778F holding short runway 17, ready to go VFR. 
 

SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F, wind 190 (one-niner-zero) at 6, runway 17 (one-seven) cleared 
for takeoff. 

 

PILOT:  Copy the winds, runway 17 cleared for takeoff, PIPER 778F. 
 

SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F, you are leaving my airspace, frequency change approved, squawk 

1200 (one-two-zero-zero). 
 
-OR 

 
SLC_TWR:  PIPER 778F, contact Salt Lake Approach on 124.30 (one-two-four point tree-

zero) 
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Some final VFR Notes 
 

1. For the odds and ends, it is the sole responsibility of the VFR aircraft to maintain visual 

separation from any obstacles that could cause an accident, even other traffic.  ATC is to 
provide traffic alerts and separation between IFR and VFR aircraft.  

 

For traffic that enters or departs the airspace to the East, traffic will be cleared through 
the Class B airspace and go directly to I-15. Then once over I-15 they can be cleared to 
climb to their filed altitude and if ATC would like, the aircraft can be released and 

continue on own navigation ONCE the aircraft has passed 8,000 feet MSL. If ATC would 
like to continue holding onto the VFR aircraft, they may do so until the VFR aircraft has 
passed the 30 NM range or once ATC decides to release the traffic. 

 
2. If the VFR aircraft would like to continue with „Flight Following‟, ATC may do so if able 

and can then pass the VFR traffic to Center for further guidance. 

 
3. If there is no conflicting traffic, ATC may clear a VFR aircraft to climb to altitude of pilots 

desire/request.  The „General Altitudes‟ that have been provided in this guide are used 

when there could be a conflict or high traffic load in the Class B airspace (IFR or VFR). 
 

4. For airports like Toole Valley Airport (KTVY), Provo Airport (KPVU), or Morgan County 

Airport (42U) that fall under the Class B (Bravo) airspace do not need a clearance to 
transition the airspace until passing certain points of the airspace.   

 
The rule of thumb is:  If the VFR aircraft is at 9,000 feet MSL, they should be talking to 

Salt Lake Approach/Departure when at or around these airports.  For Provo, the new 
control tower will handle VFR aircraft up until 7,000 feet MSL and within 5 NM around 
the airport except within 2 miles from Spanish Fork-Springville airport (U77). 

 
The Class B (Bravo) airspace doesn‟t start until 9,000 feet MSL over Provo and Spanish 
Fork-Springville so if the aircraft is over Provo at 7,000 feet MSL, they have 2,000 feet of 

airspace to play with and the VFR aircraft is not required to talk to the Provo Tower or 
Salt Lake Approach. 

 

5. If you get a high performance prop airplane, like a Beech King Air 350, they will follow 
these transitions and altitudes.  Only if the aircraft is a jet that is flying under VFR will 
they be allowed to go off the transitions.  In this case, they are vectored quickly out of 

the airspace, terrain permitted, then to continue on their own navigation and proper VFR 
altitude for their direction of flight. 

 

6. Pattern traffic should use runway 17/35 only. 
 

7. If Approach has other traffic coming to land on runway 17/35, extend the downwind of 

the traffic pattern aircraft and then clear them “number 2” behind the commercial 
traffic. 
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Figure 6 A ï VFR transitions 

 
 

NOT to be used for real world aviation operations 
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Figure 6 B ï KSLC Terminal Area Chart 
 

 
NOT to be used for real world aviation operations 
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Figure 6 C ï KSLC TAC VFR published transitions 
 

 
NOT to be used for real world aviation operations 

 


